
CUNY Assessment Test in Writing (CAT-W) 2/12

Homework Assignment “F”- Rate this Essay! 

Name _______________________________________ Date ____________________________ 

Directions: Read the passage, Playtime is Over, and the student essays that responded to it. Look at the 

rubric, student workbooks and your notes to see if you can determine the score most closely associated 

with each of the domains. We will go over these during the workshop tomorrow. 

Domain 1: “Critical Response to the Writing Task and Text”: This category emphasizes your ability to complete the 

writing task (answer ALL parts!) and to demonstrate understanding of the main ideas in the reading text, using critical 

analysis, and integrating your own ideas and experiences to respond to the main ideas in the text. 

Domain 2: “Development of Writer’s Ideas”:  In this category you are evaluated on your ability to develop your ideas 

(for example, by using summary, narrative, or problem/solution) in a clear and organized way. Your response should 

include both general statements and specific details and examples. Specific references to the text must be included with 

these details and examples. 

Domain 3: “Structure of the Response”: This category evaluates your ability to organize ideas into a cohesive essay 

that supports a central focus, or thesis. The structure of your essay is evaluated for evidence of logical connections 

between ideas and the use of transitions to convey these connections. 

Domain 4: “Language Use: Sentences and Word Choice”: This category evaluates the degree to which you 

demonstrate sentence control and variety in sentence structure. This category also evaluates your ability to use 

appropriate vocabulary to make your ideas clear. 

Domain 5: “Language Use: Grammar, Usage, Mechanics”: This category evaluates your ability to follow the 

conventions of standard American English language use in terms of grammar and mechanics, so that your meaning is 

clear. 

 Playtime Is Over 

Recess is no longer child's play. Schools around the country are increasingly hiring "recess 
coaches" to oversee students' free time. Critics have suggested that such coaching is another example of 
the over-scheduling and over-programming of our children.  

A University of Michigan study found that from 1979 to 1999, children lost eight hours of free time 
a week for unstructured play and outdoor activities. That number has likely increased by now because 
many schools have eliminated recess in favor of more time for classes. One consequence of these 
changes is the disappearance of what child-development experts call "the culture of childhood." This 
culture, which is found all over the world, includes songs, riddles, and rhymes passed on by one 
generation of children to another. Children’s games like marbles, hopscotch, and hide-and-seek date 
back hundreds of years.  

Participating in the culture of childhood was a socializing process. Children learned to settle their 
own quarrels, to make and break their own rules, and to respect the rights of others. They learned that 
friends could be cruel as well as kind, and that life was not always fair. 

We have to adapt to childhood as it is today. The question isn't whether recess coaches are good 
or bad but whether they help students form the age-old bonds of childhood. To the extent that the 
coaches focus on play, give children freedom of choice about what they want to do, and stay out of the 
way as much as possible, they are likely a good influence. 

In any case, recess coaching is a vastly better solution than eliminating recess in favor of more 
academics. Not only does recess aid personal development, but studies have found that children who are 
most physically fit tend to score highest on tests of reading, math and science. 

Adapted from “Playtime Is Over” by David Elkind. The New York Times, March 27, 2010, Section A, page 19. Used by 
permission of The New York Times. 
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Paper A continued 

 



Let’s think about Paper A  
 

Is it a passing paper or not? Check one: ______ Passing ______ Not Passing 
 

Does the student summarize, in his/her own words, the author’s main ideas?   ___ Yes    ___ No 

Which main ideas does the student write about? Write your response below. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does the student develop the essay by identifying one or more significant idea/s and explain them with an 

example?  ___ Yes    ___ No 

 

Which significant idea/s does the student write about? Write your response below. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Does the example have: an opening, example and closing and refer to the reading passage? ___ Yes    ___ No 
 

Box out the opening, put an D where the discussion starts and a [bracket] around the closing.  

 

Now, Rate the Essay! What scores do you think it received in each of the domains?  

Write your answers below. 

 

Domain 1  Domain 2  Domain 3  Domain 4  Domain 5 
 

________  ________  ________  ________  ________ 
 

Notes:____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read the next essay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paper A     Scoring Articulations Notes: 

Domain 1:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 2:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 3:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 4:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 5:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Paper B continued 

 

Let’s think about Paper B 
 

Is it a passing paper or not? Check one: ______ Passing ______ Not Passing 
 

Does the student summarize, in his/her own words, the author’s main ideas?   ___ Yes    ___ No 

Which main ideas does the student write about? Write your response below. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does the student develop the essay by identifying one or more significant idea/s and explain them with an 

example?  ___ Yes    ___ No 

 

Which significant idea/s does the student write about? Write your response below. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Does the example have: an opening, example and closing and refer to the reading passage? ___ Yes    ___ No 
 

Box out the opening, put an D where the discussion starts and a [bracket] around the closing.  

 

Now, Rate the Essay! What scores do you think it received in each of the domains?  

Write your answers below. 
 

Domain 1  Domain 2  Domain 3  Domain 4  Domain 5 
 

________  ________  ________  ________  ________ 

Notes:____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Paper B     Scoring Articulations Notes 

Domain 1:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 2:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 3:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 4:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 5:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Paper C continued 

Let’s think about Paper C 

Is it a passing paper or not? Check one: ______ Passing ______ Not Passing 

Does the student summarize, in his/her own words, the author’s main ideas?   ___ Yes    ___ No 

Which main ideas does the student write about? Write your response below. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Does the student develop the essay by identifying one or more significant idea/s and explain them with an 

example?  ___ Yes    ___ No 

Which significant idea/s does the student write about? Write your response below. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Does the example have: an opening, example and closing and refer to the reading passage? ___ Yes    ___ No 

Box out the opening, put an D where the discussion starts and a [bracket] around the closing. 

Now, Rate the Essay! What scores do you think it received in each of the domains? 

Write your answers below. 

Domain 1 Domain 2 Domain 3 Domain 4 Domain 5 

________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 

Notes:____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Paper C     Scoring Articulations Notes 

Domain 1:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 2:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 3:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 4:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domain 5:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes: 




